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Tell Me a Science Story
Transforming Engagement with Science
Using Creative Nonfiction
Janell Walther, University of Nebraska
Public Policy Center & Department of
Communication Studies

@Jnell

Pay attention!
Engage!

Results: Engagement
“I definitely felt more engaged with the first one [creative
nonfiction]and less tuned out because I had somebody interpreting
their response for me. So when he was like “Oh, I was surprised” then I
think “Oh, so was I, I was also surprised by the piece of information.” So
I was more engaged with it personally even if I didn't retain all the
numbers... “
“[The story] seemed more relatable I guess, as a normal, average,
everyday person than a whole bunch of scientists talking about facts.
Where the facts were still in here, the way that it was written was more
along a story line.”

Results: Knowledge
In terms of the broad information though, that [the Newsletter] was
really good. It was concise and it brought up a few different valid
viewpoints, so it was good to get a little more in-depth perspective of
what I think all of us have all heard talk, rumblings about.
I know as a teacher I have to go both ways. I present for some of the
students that want that are just “give me the hard facts and move
forward” and then the others that you have to tell a story to reach
them anyway you can.

Results: Bias
“I like this how [the Newsletter] is almost straight facts where the other
one was ‘I did this’ or ‘I did that.’ Well, who is speaking? Who are we
listening to?”
Right, because I think people can grasp it but also to make it so it's not
politically motivated so you get… kind of a fair and balanced both sides
of the argument. For example, I think about Al Gore going out and
presenting this whole global thing. That turns a lot of people off
because they don't like Al Gore. So to the extent that you can leave
politics out of it when you are trying to inform the general public ….

Science, Make Room for Humanities

https://xkcd.com/435/

